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Have coronavirus vaccines facilitated the return of international study?

Description

With the approval of several coronavirus vaccines,A institutionsA hoped for a speedy return to
international study. HaveA vaccinesA hadA theA impactA on higher educationA that wasA
anticipated?A A

InA December 2020, the UK, USA and Canada became the first countries toA approve emergency use
ofA aA COVID-19 vaccination:A Pfizer-BioNTech.A

Since then,A a whole host ofA otherA vaccinationsA have been approved, includingA Oxford-
AstraZeneca,A Sinopharm-Beijing, Gamaleya (Sputnik V), ModernaA andA Sinovac.A A

After such a difficult year, the development of effective vaccinations offered hope that life would, one
day soon, return to normal. A

For the higher education sector, vaccinations were seen as the key to reviving travel and mobilisation.
A

Finally, campuses would be free toA re-openA andA institutionsA couldA welcomeA back both
domestic and international students.A A

Speaking toA CNNA inA April 2021,A AntonioA Calcado,A executive vice president and chief operating
officer for Rutgers University, New Jersey, said: “We feelA [the]A vaccine is the game-changer for us to
bring back as many people as we can in September.a?4

For those countries where aA significant number of the population are vaccinated, some international
students have been able to return.A A

In the USA,A whereA nearly halfA of the adult population are fully vaccinated, some
universitiesA decidedA itA wasA now safe toA accept international students,A while still enforcing other
safety measures.A A

For example, theA University of PennsylvaniaA has made it aA requirement that 4??all students
livingA onA and off campus be fully vaccinated for the fall semestera?e and that international students
arriving a??should upload their required vaccine records to theirA
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https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/how-did-we-develop-a-covid-19-vaccine-so-quickly
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/world/covid-vaccinations-tracker.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/23/us/colleges-requiring-covid-vaccines-wellness/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html
https://coronavirus.upenn.edu/announcement/message-graduate-and-undergraduate-students-returning-campus-fall-semester

Qs
Higher Education Experts

Student Health Service portalA as soon as possiblea?<A

While it is exciting to see vaccinationsA facilitatingA the return ofA someA international
students,A others are still facing disruptionA to their studyA abroad plans.A A

Since April 2020,A QS hasA regularlyA surveyedA prospectlve and current international studentsA
toA learn more about their experiences withA the ongoingA coronavirus pandemic.A A

These surveys have amassedA more than 105,000 responses,A andA eachA monthA our coronavirus
reports pull together some of the most valuable insightsA fromA these responses.A A

InA ourA JuneA coronavirus report, which you can download for freeA here, we asked students
whetherA the introduction of the coronavirus vaccine has affected their plans to study abroad.A A

For 42% of respondents, it had made no difference to their plans.A A

ThisA may beA due to manyA factors, includingA vaccine hesitancy orA simplyA having no accessA to
theA vaccineA in the near future.A A

One respondent wrote:A 42?My country does not have a vaccination plan settled yet.4?A

In many countries, including the UK, young people have only just been offeredA theirA vaccination,
dueA to priority being given toA older members of the populationA who areA most at risk of serious
illness.A A

WithA many vaccinations requiringA two doses, it may be some time before large numbers
ofA theA globalA studentA populationA areA fully vaccinatedA andA able toA present proof of
thisA which will enable them toA travelA and study abroad.A A

In addition toA reduced access for young peopIeA specifically,A the speed ofA vaccination rolloutsA
hasA differed drastically according to country.A A

InA Japan,A only 21% of the adult population areA fullyA vaccinated, with the country slow to approve
vaccinesA andA encounteringA issues with vaccine importation andA vaccine rollouts.A A

Despite the delays they might be facing with regards to receiving the vaccination, the majority of
international students understand the important role vaccinations play in enabling the return of
international education. A

Our survey revealed thatA 59% of prospective international studentsA think universities should require
students to have had the vaccine before theyA can travel to the country of their chosen institution.A

53%A alsoA feel that vaccine passports, a documentA that provides full vaccination status, should be a
requirement too.A

A
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https://www.qs.com/portfolio-items/studying-abroad-again-current-and-prospective-international-students/?utm_source=Website&utm_medium=Blog&utm_campaign=Vaccines
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)01220-4/fulltext

