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How to Conduct Research Remotely

Description

WithA the coronavirus outbreak limitingA access to many of the usualA support systems, what
is available for students who still need to conduct research remotely?A

The coronavirus outbreak has caused significant disruption to the higher education sector,A yetA for
many students,A aA commitmentA toA research and courseworkA hasA remained.A A

ThisA means theyA have toA navigate theseA variousA restrictionsA toA university life in order to stillA
produce work on time and to a high quality.A A

For someA students,A it was simply tooA challengingA toA continueA theirA researchA while at the
same timeA adhering toA socialA distancing and hygieneA rules,A forcingA research to beA cancelled
A orA put on hold. A A

AtA Oregon Health and Science University, the labs were closedA abruptlyA in May, putting a quick
stop to the research that was being conducted there.A A

Stat NewsA reportedA that Kathleen Beeson, a sixth-year graduate studentA completing a final
experiment for a publication she needs to earn her PhD, was givenA justA one weeka??s notice
beforeA her research was stopped.A

She told the magazine: a??Immediately, | and others were in a race to finish experiments, collect any
data that we could, and get the lab prepared for a minimum of six weeks of shutdown.a?A

OthersA had more luck, withA remoteA and virtualA learningA allowingA themA to continue to work
onA coursework and dissertationA projects as planned, with just a few changes to their approach.A

Ita??sA crucialA that,A duringA this period, your students are not leftA in the dark when it comes to
overcoming the new barriers to research. They must beA provided with the support and guidance they
need toA continue toA produce work they are proud of.A A

Here are just some of the ways your institution can help students complete critical research during the
coronavirus outbreak.A A

Library resourcesA A

At the peak of the pandemic, many universitiesA campusesA were forced to closeA to reduce the
spread of the infection.A A

This meant thatA universityA librariesA becameA inaccessible,A cutting offA a crucial source of
research for many students completing coursework.A A

Now that theA coronavirus is more understood, universitiesA across the globe areA
conducting phasedA reopenings, which includesA finding ingenious waysA toA offerA library servicesA
while keeping staff and students safe.A
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https://www.ohsu.edu/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/05/04/coronavirus-lab-shutdowns-impact-on-scientists-research-delays/
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University College LondonA isA offeringA a click and collect serviceA to keep contact to a minimum.A
This is a great way of allowing students to access the books they need whileA the university makes
plans to reopen safely.A A

Online researchA A

While a physical library is an excellent space to conduct research, your institution should also ensure it
has a vast collection of research options availableA to studentsA online, allowing them toA studyA
remotely.A A

Electronic journals, such asA JStorA andA Springer,A are publications published online,A and can be
incredibly valuable for students conducting research.A A

Usually,A electronicA publicationsA requireA log—in detailsA in order to accessA content,A and ita??s
theA responsibility of theA institutionA to ensure it has membershipA withA the most popular online
research facilities.A

Encourage students to alert your library staffA if there are anyA onlineA journalsA they wish toA access
thatA arena??tA already available,A andA make sure there is a clear, step-by-step guide available to
guide students through theA accessA process.A A

Study helpA A

With face-to-face contact now limited due to the coronavirus crisis,A there is a risk that theA level of
guidance and support students receive when completing important workA willA diminish.A A

However, for some students, one-on-one discussions with teaching staff or peers can be the mostA
beneficialA element ofA thisA process.A A

[ta??s important that yourA institutionA ensures theseA sessions continue, utilizing video chat
platforms to allow them to take place virtually.A A

Extra guidance orA flexibleA deadlines might also need to be given in cases where students have
beenA significantlyA affected by the pandemic.A A

For more information onA how the coronavirus pandemicA may affect higher education in the longA
term, please see our latest report:A The Coronavirus Crisis and the Future of Higher Education.A A

A
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https://www.ucl.ac.uk/library/coronavirus-covid-19/main-and-science-library-click-and-collect-service
https://www.jstor.org/
https://www.springer.com/gb
https://www.qs.com/portfolio-items/the-coronavirus-crisis-and-the-future-of-higher-education-report/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=research

