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How Your University Can Tackle Social Responsibility in 2020

Description

The higher education sector is under pressure to become more socially responsible.A Read on
toA explore areas of possible improvement.A

With the power to make lasting change on a global and local scale,A higher education institutionsA
need toA reflect on how they can become more socially responsible in 2020.A A

Not only will this have a positive impact on the world, but it canA also be a great benefit to yourA
universitya??sA international student recruitment.A

Ita??s clear thatA social responsibility isA vitally importantA to young people todayA withA research
conducted by BBMGA revealingA that Generation ZA areA a??three times more likely to say that the
purpose of business is to 4??serve communities and society.a4??a?4A

Therefore, itd??s important that your institution is visiblyA and tangiblyA contributing to the greater
good of society.A

Below are just a few of the areas of social responsibilityA thatA your institution can focus on in 2020.A
A

EnvironmentalismA andA sustainabilityA A
Arguably,A the most pressing issue facing our planet today is climate change.A A

TheA International Panel on Climate Change 2019 reportA revealsA that we&??re not on track to keep
carbon emissions below the +1.5C pre-industrial levels target.A

Now,A more than ever,A we must reduce our carbon footprint and negative impact on the planet.A A

Students andA organizationsA are calling on the higher education industry to acknowledge their role
and to take serious steps towards being more environmentally friendly.A A

TheA People and PlanetA student—led group have expressed their high expectations of the industry;
developing theA University LeagueA to rank UK universities based on their sustainability, with the
University of Gloucestershire coming out on top.A
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https://www.qs.com/universities-encourage-social-responsibility/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=socialresponsibility2020
https://www.marketingdive.com/news/study-gen-z-cares-about-issues-and-is-skeptical-of-brands/555782/
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://peopleandplanet.org/
https://peopleandplanet.org/university-league
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A

AndA in July 2019, 7,000 higher and further education institutions from six continents agreed to
undertake a plan that included a commitment to carbon neutrality.A

For a more in-depth exploration of how to reduce your institution’s carbon footprint,A please see our
A blog:A The Process of Becoming Carbon Neutral: How Universities can Hit Net Zero Emissions.A

If your institutionA wantsA to become more socially responsible in 2020, the issue of climate change
must be a priority.A

Local and global workA A

When it comes to social responsibility, institutions should be acting to benefit society on both a local
and global scale.A A

TheA University of Manchestera??sA strategic plan for 2020A details the work they will be doing on a
local scale.A A

Their programA The WorksA aims to get people from the local community back into employment.A A

The Works acts as a??a a??one-stop shopa?? facility based in a local community setting, providing
thousands of people with ring-fenced access to training, advice,A and job opportunities.a?A

The university also celebrates those who give their time to help others throughA the 4??Making a
Difference Awards,a??A whichA in turn encouragesA more staff, students, and alumni to become more
socially responsible.A A

ResearchA A
Higher education institutions have a wealthA ofA expertise and facilities at their fingertips.A A

By using these resources, theyA canA understand issues in more detail, and hopefully present more
long-term solutions.A

Universities have the potential to not only help people who are currently struggling, but through
research, develop strategies to help reduce this sufferingA in the futureA and on a global scale.A A

TheA University of TorontoA is a leader of research and innovation, with “outstanding research
scholarsA [who]A are committed to understanding and solving the challenges that face us today.“A

Their current research endeavorsA include the development of anA a??artificial ionic skin,a?+ which
“records the complex sensations of human skin.a?.AA

This could be massively beneficialA when itA comes toA muscle rehabilitation and wound healing.A

Page 2
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)


https://www.eauc.org.uk/higher_and_further_education_institutions_acros
https://www.qs.com/the-process-of-becoming-carbon-neutral-how-universities-can-hit-net-zero-emissions/
http://documents.manchester.ac.uk/display.aspx?DocID=25548
http://www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk/signature-programmes/the-works/
http://www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk/get-involved/awards/
https://www.utoronto.ca/research-innovation
https://www.utoronto.ca/news/stretchy-skin-sensors-developed-u-t-researchers-bring-human-touch-wearable-tech

